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lexander Bogardy was borni 1n Hungary,

wlth his date of birth vanously reported
as 1901, 1903, 1917 or 1924. Bogardy
could becalled a rénaissan e me

‘, d “The Baltxmore Kid”),
alrstyhstgnd cosmetologxst,




the accomp ments of his life —from the
~ mechamcal engmeenng schooI of George
‘Washington University. However, amemo
from the U.S. Naval Gu Factory suggests tha‘
inthe 1930s and 1940s he had ‘worked as
oolmaker and machinist until he took dis-
bility retlrement on Apnl l4 1952, because
“of crippling arthritis. He was advised to con-
tinue workmg with his hands in order to com-
“bat this d sablhty, and pamtmg proved tobea
means of self-adrmmstered physwal therapy
'ften dlspropomonate and gro- -

ya an extensmn course in 011 pamtmg that he
ook at Cathohc Umversrty in Washlngton. H1

from the Clairol color chart, (Bogardy was, as.
has already been mentioned, a hairstylist).
His’ pamtmgs often incorporated discursive
tracts that extolled a higher reality. He would
adorn a blbhcal passage with colorful flour-
ishes. Consecmte, bless and sanctify are verb
that frequently appear in his texts. In the:
painting, Reflection on the Garden of Olive

‘develops into a discussion of the archltecture

of a churchon 16th Street i in northwest Wash-

: mgton and ends witha clanﬁcatlon of the var

ous Greek concepts of love. A prayer for
hurch in which Bogardy hoped to dlsplay his.
work, states: “Smce 1 have received top ] honors
om the Grecian Society of Sts. Constantine
and Helen, I have labored and prayed that
y by the Grace of God place my lates
pamtmg before the pubhc and the grac1ous

~ Grecran Soc1et1es that I may please God and
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Bogardy’s fascination with women is app:
entin many of his paintings and sketches. He
reﬂected asense that each woman was a man
festatlon of the Blessed | Virgin, and he treated .
ach v woman he encountered with dignity in an
outmoded courtly fashion. Give Us This Day

Bogardy‘ (opped palntmg whe

Chnsts eyes glare out ; fixmg the vxewer 1n an
mtense, ominous stare, hlS hps are pursed and
nmson as'lf he is wearmg glossy lipstick. -
ogardy was espec1ally attentive to such cos
metic elaborauons Chrlst s whole face, in fac
ppears to be made-up m an intensely theat
cal fashion, giving himan mhuman, yet
radrant appearance. The person depicted isa
« ysnc wrth an ahenatmg presence. This is no
a worldly creature but a supernatural vision.

idering them sacred g1fts that would be pro-
aned by such: a crude exchange. However, he
id offer them to friends and acquaintances.
ogardy stopped pamtmg when he took up
laymg the castanets in the 1970s. As withall 0
‘IS other avocatlons, Bogardy approached this
w passmn with fanaticism.
He was buned on May 6, 1992 at Holy:
emeteryin Baltimore, beside

MARSHA ORGERON is
tudies at North Carolina State University,

the last supper back upon 1tse1f w1th blbhcal
t?Xt appearing on the left and nght side panel
A smgle hand intrudes i in the left text frame.

Abby Aldrich
Rockefeller Museum
Building to Become Spa

The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk

Art Museum, in Williamsburg, Va,,
will move into a new exhibition
space in the DeWitt Wallace
Decorative Arts Museum on

Francis and South Henry Streets,

 according to the Colonial Williams-

burg Foundation (CWE). in 2002,
attendance at the folk art museum
was 82,356, while the DeWitt ‘
Wallace visitation was 216,356,

and CWF expects the move to

_ improve the numbers for both

museums through increased visi-
bility. The combined complex will
be known as The Museums at
Colonial Williamsburg, although
each museum will retain its name

~and identity. At 11,200 square

feet, the Abby Aldrich's new area

~ will be 400 square feet larger than

its current exhibition space.
The former museum building

" will be converted to a spa and

health evaluation center, offering
diagnostic services and lifestyle
counseling, with one-day health
evaluations priced at about
$3,000each.
Renovation of the new museum
galleries, slated for mid-2004, is -
estimated to cost between $3.5 and

-4 million, a large portion of which

already has been donat-
ed for this purpose. &



